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October 24, 2022 
 

The Honorable Victoria Spartz 

1523 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
 

RE: Hospital Competition Legislative Package 
 

Dear Congresswoman Spartz: 
 

On behalf of the Physician-Led Healthcare for America (PHA), the stakeholder voice for physician-led and 

owned hospitals, we appreciate your thoughtful approach to increase hospital competition through your 

series of healthcare bills. In particular, PHA would like to express its support for H.R. 8132, the “Flexibility 

in Ownership Act,” which would remove the ban on physician-led hospitals. 
 

Consolidation in the healthcare industry has failed to lead to greater quality and lower costs for patients. 

Instead, numerous researchers have concluded that the opposite is true. Physician-led hospitals can serve 

as a tool to offer communities and patients a market-based solution to address rising costs through high-

quality services. 
 

An April 12, 2021, article published in Health Affairs, “Reversing Hospital Consolidation: The Promise of 

Physician-Owned Hospitals,” warned that “well-documented, specific harms of provider consolidation are 

many, including a lack of quality benefits and decrement in patient experience, physician burnout due to a 

loss of control over the practice environment, and higher hospital prices driving rising insurance premiums 

and ultimately rising costs to consumers.” 
 

The article’s authors include a member of the Board of Trustees of the American Medical Association, a 

member of the Board of Directors of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and a member of 

the Board of Governors of the American College of Cardiology.  
 

Americans cannot continue to absorb dramatic healthcare cost increases every year and increased wait times 

for surgeries. Accordingly, we sincerely appreciate the inclusion of H.R. 8132 in your healthcare package 

because it would increase competition and immediately offer patients a high-quality, lower cost alternative 

for timely care. We recognize that physician-led hospitals are part of the solution and appreciate other 

measures that you address in tackling competition, such as increasing hospital transparency.  
 

We hope to continue to work with you and other members of Congress to advance final legislation to 

remove the arbitrary ban on the physician ownership of hospitals. Countless healthcare markets around the 

nation are feeling the burdensome effects of consolidation, and our patients can neither afford the costs nor 

wait longer for additional choices. Thank you in advance for your important mission to address the harms 

of consolidation. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Frederic Liss, MD 
PHA President 


